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Abstract

This study delves into the realm of secondary education within the public system, exploring the strategies
educators employ to foster student motivation, particularly in English language learning. Understanding how
teachers inspire and connect with their students becomes a pressing need in a context where English
proficiency is increasingly crucial. Our research focuses on pedagogical tactics, motivational techniques, and
classroom dynamics teachers use to ignite young learners' interest. Through a qualitative approach based
solely on classroom observation, our aim is to provide valuable insights into fostering motivation in English
language learning at the secondary level, within the context of public education.
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Resumen

Este estudio se sumerge en el &mbito de la educacion secundaria dentro del sistema publico, explorando las
estrategias que los educadores emplean para estimular la motivacion de los estudiantes, especialmente en el
aprendizaje del inglés. En un contexto donde el dominio del inglés se vuelve cada vez més crucial,
comprender como los maestros se inspiran y conectan con sus alumnos se convierte en una necesidad
apremiante. Nuestra investigacion se enfoca en las tacticas pedagdgicas, las técnicas motivacionales y las
dindmicas en el aula que los profesores utilizan para despertar el interés de los jovenes. A través de un
enfoque cualitativo basado Unicamente en la observacion de clases, nuestro objetivo es ofrecer valiosas
perspectivas sobre como fomentar la motivacion en el aprendizaje del inglés en el nivel de secundaria, en el
contexto de la educacion publica.

Palabras clave: estrategias; educadores; motivacion estudiantil; aprendizaje del inglés; escuela
secundaria; educacion publica
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Introduction

Knowing English has become crucial in today’s globalized world, opening up many professional and
personal opportunities. Even though many students take English classes in school, their enthusiasm for
learning the language as a second language is often lacking. Thiscan largely be attributed to the fact that
teachers struggle to inspire their students. Brown (1981) notes that "motivation in students plays an important
role in learning English as a foreign language™ (p. 89).

In public education, there needs to be more understanding of the methods teachers use to motivate high
school students to learn English. Soto (2019) points out that “EFL learners do not have enough experience
with the target language community and are not motivated to interact with target language speakers” (p. 251).
It's important to recognize that teachers, schools, curricula, and teaching environments play a crucial role in
fostering student motivation and engagement. Teachers especially influence student motivation by providing
engaging content, creating a welcoming classroom environment, and implementing curricula in a
challenging, exploratory, and relevant manner (Soto, 2019).

This study is important because it aims to uncover teachers' strategies to boost their students' motivation to
learn English during class. Understanding these strategies can lead to more effective teaching methods and
better learning outcomes. This project aims to identify which strategies teachers use to encourage students
to learn English. This research is innovative because it seeks to understand what truly motivates students to
learn a second language.
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Research question

o What strategies did teachers use to develop motivation in the teaching and learning process of the
English language in secondary school students?

General objective

o To identify the strategies teachers use to develop motivation in the teaching and learning process of
the English language in secondary school students.

Specific objectives

o To establish the theoretical foundations of motivational strategies for learning English.
« To analyze which motivational strategies used by teachers were effective in motivating secondary
school students.

To identify the motivational strategies that should be employed more frequently in theEnglish classroom to
enhance student participation.

Table 1. Activities and task system in relation to the objectives proposed

Specific objective Activities Verification Means
To establish the theoretical foundations | e Search for previousstudies. e Theoretical
of motivational strategies for learning | e Analyze articles. Framework
English. o Bibliographic review o Articles of link.
To analyze which motivational | e Select the instrument for collecting o Class observation
strategies used by teachers were data on teachers' strategies to e Atrticles of link.
effective in motivating secondary develop student motivation and
school students. implement them.
To identify the motivational strategies e Analyze the results obtained from e Recommendations
that should be employed more the class observation. e conclusions
frequently in the English classroom to o Analyze and discuss the information
enhance student participation. found.

Scientific and Technical FoundationResearch
Background

There are several similar studies on the use of strategies used by teachers to develop students'motivation to
learn English at the high school, as important contributions to the background. Vibulphol (2016) to gather
information from students and teachers in twelve Englishclassrooms across Thailand, questionnaires
were created to examine the motivation andEnglish learning of second language learners as well as
how teachers assisted students inlearning in a natural classroom setting. The information was
triangulated and utilized toexplain the motivation and learning of the pupils as well as the motivating
techniques used bythe teachers in each classroom. Furthermore, a small percentage of pupils in nearly every
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class displayed a lack of motivation. It was discovered that educators use a range of motivational techniques,
such as control and autonomy support.

Amjah (2014) this research aims to examine the methods employed by instructors to pique children's interest
in learning English. Data were gathered through questionnaire interviews with 45 students and two English
teachers from two Bruneian high schools. The information gathered demonstrated that teachers can pique
students' interest in learning English by providing engaging activities and supporting materials.

Yusuf et al. (2020) sought to find out how teachers in one of the secondary schools in Banda Aceh, Indonesia,
encouraged their EFL pupils to study English. In this study, descriptive qualitative research was used to
gather data from 10 high-achieving English students as well as two English professors through in-depth semi-
structured interviews. The findings showed that one of the things that inspired pupils to learn English was
their teachers. The teacher's efforts as a facilitator of instruction have changed the pupils' perspective on the
value of English for their future academic endeavors.

Kakar & Pathan (2017) this study analyzed the motivational techniques used by EFL teachersto encourage
their students to acquire the language and looked for discernible differences in the methods used by male and
female teachers inspiring in an ESL classroom. A quantitativeresearch design was used. The results of this
study have implications for more successful English language teaching as well as for improving teachers'
expertise in motivating EFL learners through the use of various context-specific motivation tactics from
Pakistan.

Soto (2019) this paper details a study on motivational techniques applied in Ecuadorian EFL classrooms.
The results of a mixed methods study (questionnaire and semi-structured interview) painted an intriguing
picture of motivational techniques. Additionally, the study showed that students want exposure to a wider
range of motivating techniques, particularly those that fall into the categories of fostering learner autonomy,
encouraging a positive self-evaluation, and creating an engaging and stimulating learning environment. The
students'choices were accepted by the professors, but they had differing preferences for the categories of
incentive strategies.

Theoretical Framework
Motivation Definition

Motivation in individuals is defined as the internal state of interest in engaging in an activity. It encompasses
the desire or need of the individual, implying that external sources cannot genuinely motivate someone, as
each person is responsible for manipulating their own level of motivation. Essentially, motivation drives
individuals to act, whether it be for the sake of learning or other pursuits. In the realm of learning, various
types of motivation can lead to positive outcomes, emphasizing the crucial role of motivation in education
(Kost, et al., 2005,p. 32).

Motivation in the Classroom

Motivation in the classroom is a vital aspect of teaching and learning, particularly in languageacquisition.
English teachers often explore different motivational strategies, methods, and techniques to spark students'
interest and facilitate their learning process. Ihsan (2016) suggests that motivation is an abstract concept
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manifested through observable behaviors, suchas attitudes, interests, values, or desires, as understood
through psychological frameworks (p. 14).

The primary objective of generating motivation is to cultivate students' interest in learning a second language.
Hence, the interconnectedness of teaching-learning processes and motivation is pivotal in achieving
educational goals. Additionally, students can developlinguistic competencies that are applicable in real-life
contexts (Batubara et al., 2020, p. 77). Yardimci et al. (2017) assert that motivation issues arise when
individuals fail to establish a connection between their circumstances and the task at hand, particularly in the
role of learners (p. 14).

Teachers should employ strategies to enhance their understanding of students' learning abilities and address
motivation issues effectively (Batubara et al., 2020). According to lhsan (2016), learners' motivation
contributes to success in acquiring a target language and integrating into the associated society (p. 32).
Similarly, Batubara et al. (2020) emphasize the role of classroom interaction in developing language skills,
encompassing reading, writing, listening, and speaking.

Motivation in the classroom fosters confidence, discipline, responsibility, and skills, ultimately leading to
student success (Batubara et al., 2020). Teachers must be cognizant of diverse classroom management
strategies to tackle various challenges effectively. Identifyingand addressing these challenges enables
teachers to motivate students and achieve learning objectives in the classroom.

Types of Motivation

Motivation can be categorized into various types based on different factors, including the nature and
direction of motivation. Here are some common types:

« Intrinsic Motivation: Intrinsic motivation stems from internal factors, such as personal enjoyment,
satisfaction, or asense of accomplishment. Individuals are driven by intrinsic rewards, finding
fulfillment in the activity itself. In the context of learning, intrinsic motivation empowers students to
pursuetheir objectives autonomously (Kost, et al., 2005, p. 32).

o Extrinsic Motivation: Extrinsic motivation originates from external factors, such as rewards,
punishments, or social pressures. Behavior is influenced by external contingencies, such as monetary
incentives, praise, or fear of negative consequences. Unlike intrinsic motivation, external rewards
drive behavior without internalization (Vansteenkiste, Lens, & Deci, 2006, p. 45).

Integrative & Instrumental Motivation

Integrative motivation reflects the personal significance attached to acquiring other languages, cultures, and
positive interactions. It emphasizes the intrinsic value ofcommunication in a second language. On the other
hand, instrumental motivation revolves around the practical benefits of language acquisition, such as job
opportunities or economic advancement (Mahadi & Jafari, 2012, p. 56).
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Materials and methods
Approach

This study adopts a qualitative approach, specifically utilizing a case study design. This design allows for an
in-depth exploration of how teachers motivate students to learn English in public education settings.
According to Creswell (2014), case study designs are particularly effective for understanding specific
educational practices within real-world contexts (p. 87).

Method or Level

The research focuses on high school classrooms within an Educational Unit in the Latacunga canton. This
enables the examination of teaching and learning practices in a pertinent context.Direct observation serves
as the exclusive method for data collection, providing an immersiveunderstanding of the educational milieu
(Yin, 2018, p. 109).

Research Context and Participants

The investigation takes place at an Educational Unit in the Latacunga canton, involving English teachers
and high school students. Classrooms are selected to incorporate various motivational strategies, ensuring
the representativeness of the data. Patton (2002) emphasizesthe importance of selecting appropriate
participants and contexts to obtain valid and relevant findings (p. 45).

Data Collection Process

Data collection involves direct observation of English classes over a specified period. A detailed observation
guide is utilized to capture specific categories related to teacher motivational strategies and student behavior.
Direct observation is critical for understanding human behavior in its natural setting (Maxwell, 2013, p. 45).

Data Analysis Process

Qualitative data analysis focuses on identifying patterns and emerging themes in the observations. Thematic
analysis methods are employed to categorize observed motivational strategies. Braun and Clarke (2006)
explain that this approach facilitates the generation of new insights. Ethical principles are upheld to ensure
participant confidentiality and anonymity

Discussion and results
Teacher Strategies

Our observations have highlighted numerous successful strategies teachers use to support students as they
learn English in their classroom. We praise students verbally, all time we saythat we are proud of them and
their efforts and this give them more motivation to work and tocontinue growing. Many take part in
interactive language activities as well, including role-plays, debates, etc. to get students actively involved in
using the language. Role-plays have students act out and assume new demeanors in fictional scenes with an
aspiration of refining their communicative ability and readiness to speak. Debates, in the same way, boost
your critical analysis and public speaking skills, help to establish deep root in different languages and at the
same time will also help you in cognitive thought process.
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Classroom Environment

A positive classroom environment is pivotal in cultivating a conducive space for language learning. Teachers
strive to create an atmosphere characterized by trust, respect, and collaboration, where students feel
comfortable expressing themselves and taking risks in theirlanguage acquisition journey. By establishing
clear expectations and norms, teachers foster a sense of security and belonging among students, enabling
them to engage in learning activities with confidence. Moreover, a safe environment encourages
experimentation and exploration, allowing students to learn from their mistakes and grow as language
learners.

Student Participation

The level of student participation is influenced by various factors, including the relevance of lessons to their
daily lives. Teachers endeavor to design lessons that resonate with students' interests, experiences, and
cultural backgrounds, thereby enhancing their engagement and enthusiasm for learning. Interactive lessons,
such as group discussions and collaborative projects, provide opportunities for students to actively participate
in the learning process, fostering a sense of ownership and autonomy. Furthermore, the integration of
authenticmaterials, such as videos, news articles, and multimedia resources, not only enriches the learning
experience but also creates meaningful connections between language learning and real-world contexts.

Use of Materials

The use of authentic materials plays a crucial role in providing students with exposure to real-life language
usage and cultural nuances. Videos, for instance, offer visual and auditory input, allowing students to practice
listening comprehension skills while also gaining insight into cultural practices and societal norms. Similarly,
news articles provide authentic reading materials that expose students to a wide range of vocabulary and
grammatical structures, thereby enhancing their reading comprehension skills. By incorporating authentic
materials into lessons, teachers create a dynamic and immersive learning environment that stimulates
students' curiosity and fosters their language acquisition process.

Formative Assessment Techniques

Continuous assessment and feedback are integral components of effective language teaching practices.
Teachers employ a variety of formative assessment techniques to gauge students’ understanding and progress,
including quizzes, peer evaluations, and self-assessments. By providing timely feedback, teachers help
students identify areas for improvement and set achievable goals for language development. Additionally,
formative assessment fosters a growth mindset among students, encouraging them to view mistakes as
opportunities for learning and growth. Through ongoing assessment and feedback, teachers support students'
continuous improvement and development in English language proficiency.

Discussion

The observations outlined in our study shed light on several effective strategies employed by teachers to
facilitate English language learning in their classrooms. One notable strategy involves the verbal
acknowledgment and praise of students' efforts, which serves to boost their motivation and perseverance.
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Additionally, the utilization of interactive activities such as role-plays and debates engages students actively
in language usage, enhancing their communicative skills and critical thinking abilities.

Creating a positive classroom environment emerges as a crucial factor in fostering language acquisition. By
cultivating an atmosphere of trust, respect, and collaboration, teachers provide students with a safe space to
express themselves and take risks in their language learning journey. Clear expectations and norms further
contribute to students' sense of security and belonging, enabling them to engage confidently in learning
activities.

The level of student participation is influenced by the relevance of lessons to their daily lives and interests.
Teachers strive to design lessons that resonate with students' experiences and cultural backgrounds, thereby
increasing their engagement and enthusiasm for learning. Interactive lessons and the integration of authentic
materials facilitate active participation andownership of learning among students.

The use of authentic materials, such as videos and news articles, enriches the language learning experience
by exposing students to real-life language usage and cultural nuances. These materials provide opportunities
for students to practice listening, reading, and comprehension skills in meaningful contexts, thereby
enhancing their overall language proficiency.

Formative assessment techniques, including quizzes and peer evaluations, play a vital role in monitoring
students’ progress and providing timely feedback. By fostering a growth mindset and encouraging students
to view mistakes as opportunities for learning, teachers support continuous improvement in English language
proficiency among their students.

Conclusions

This project has shed light on several key findings regarding effective strategies for English language
learning in educational settings. Through careful observation and analysis, we have identified crucial
elements that contribute to the success of language acquisition among students. In this section, we will
present three significant conclusions drawn from our study, focusing on the importance of a positive
classroom environment, the relevance of lesson delivery, and the implementation of formative assessment
techniques. These conclusions offer valuable insights into enhancing language learning outcomes and inform
future pedagogical approaches in language education.

It is concluded that the creation of a positive classroom environment, characterized by trust and mutual
respect between students and teachers, is essential for success in learning the English language. This
conducive environment not only facilitates the active participation of students, but also contributes
significantly to their motivation and commitment to the learning process.

The importance of the relevance and relevance of the lessons taught in the classroom is highlighted to
encourage student participation and commitment to learning. By tailoring course content to students'
individual interests and experiences, educators can promote greater engagement and enthusiasm in
developing English language skills.

It is evident that the implementation of formative assessment strategies, such as timely feedback and self-
assessment, is essential for the continuous development of language skills. By providing students with regular
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opportunities to reflect on their progress and identify areas for improvement, educators can foster an attitude
of self-directed learning and effectively support their growth in English language proficiency.
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